
I work with oil paint, oil pastel and dry pastel using regional landscapes
as my main focal point. In the early morning or late afternoon I look for
vast expanses or the complexities formed by merging land masses with light
and shadow. My color pallet is frequently limited to what I’m viewing at
that time of year. 

Oil pastel has been a versatile medium both for study and finished works.
For the past 31 years I have used both dry and oil pastel to resolve
compositions combining both drawing and painting techniques. The resulting
larger oil paintings are much easier to manage from these studies. 
 
My work attempts a realist fiction. Elements such as surface treatment,
created light and color theory combine to suggest places that appeal to
me. However close to the actual place or time of day the work does not
attempt to create a copy of an event or place but to hopefully survive on
its own as a cohesive composition. 

Midwestern subject matter makes up the bulk of my work. The area around my
parent’s farm in south central Minnesota has elements that I appreciate
about this part of the country: long views from open ridge lines remind me
of bus rides from my youth when valley bottoms were shrouded in fog, or
sunsets that heighten the landforms and tree rows. All of these factors
combine to create intriguing material from which to start my pictures. 


